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Chairman’s letter

By the nature of my role I have the unenviable
task of writing something sensible about
Taurus, so here goes:

Taurus, as many of you know, is a club that
was formed (in the mid 80’s) by a group

of oarsmen and women who were Oxford

Poly rowers suffering from a severe lack of
equipment but with high ambition for the boat
club. In addition they had formed a strong
bond between them as a group. With their
experience in mind they founded Taurus BC.

They wrote a constitution with the following

aims:

. Taurus would be a social club to promote
the links between past members of the
poly/university;

. Taurus would support Oxford Poly, now
Brookes Boat Club, financially where
possible;

. Taurus BC would promote participation
within its membership. To this end
Taurus is registered as an active rowing
club, allowing members to row under
the Taurus colours if they want to.

Taurus has largely achieved the aims of the
constitution and indeed has had many great
successes over the years.

Support comes in many forms. Taurus has
been as generous as the funds allowed.
The first donation to the Poly Boat Club
was a megaphone, and since then Taurus
has donated blades and even boats to the
university. The donations have, in the main,
only been possible as the funds have grown
from the subscriptions collected.

Taurus members continue to proudly support

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11.... »

Dates for the Diary

21st Feb Taurus Annual Dinner
At Freuds in Oxford. For details about the
dinner contact Robert Kennedy, 19 York Road,
Headington, OX3 8NR, mob 07779639389

or Tamsin Adams, Oxford, mob 07967700267
tamsinadams@googlemail.com

4th July Henley Royal Regatta
Saturday night Taurus BBQ in Lion Meadow

t.b.c. Taurus vs. Brookes

Back by popular demand, Sunday afternoon
scratch racing, fun & games, at the OBUBC
boathouse, Wallingford. Probably Sept ‘09.

Upcoming rowing events
All support welcome

7th March Women'’s Eights Head
21st March Head of the River

(10.30 am boating)
22nd March Veterans Head (12 noon)
30-31st May Wallingford
19th-21st Jun  Henley Womens Regatta
20-21st June  Marlow

1-5th July Henley Royal Regatta

Taurus on Facebook

For those of you who know what it is, there
is a Taurus group, in which we want to make
regular updates, so you can keep track of
Taurus events near you.

http://brookes.facebook.com/group.
php?gid=2459861924

Sign up to Taurus: visit www.
taurusboatclub.co.uk/downloads/taurusform.
xls and send the completed form to Simon
Speirs. Only £20 a year, an absolute bargain!


mailto:tamsinadams@googlemail.com
http://brookes.facebook.com/group.php?gid=2459861924
http://brookes.facebook.com/group.php?gid=2459861924
http://www.taurusboatclub.co.uk/downloads/taurusform.xls
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Brookes rowers are still making headlines

The last international newsletter article was in March
2005. The summer before, we had just celebrated Steve
Williams becoming the fourth Brookes/Poly Olympic row-
ing champion. During the summer of 2005, Williams and
another ex-Brookes rower, Alex Partridge, became world
champions in the GB coxless four. Half the top men’s
crew from Brookes: not bad going. Time for a roll-call
of those from Brookes and Taurus who have pulled on GB
lycra during the last few years.

2005

That summer, a slew of Brookes rowers (and two coxes)
took to the water in GB colours. It started with the
World Cup regatta in Eton, where the new M4- (pictured,
below) won gold, and ex-Brookes Danny Harte with Nick
English beat their GB team-mates to the bronze in the
men’s lightweight pairs.

Meanwhile former Brookes Temple stroke Henry
Bailhache-Webb had become the new men’s eights
stroke, with able support from Tom Parker and Jonno
Devlin in the same crew. In July six student rowers

and a cox made the under-23 squad, Hugo Lee coming
home with a coxless fours bronze, and Richard Chambers
a lightweight quads silver. The summer ended with
Carla Ashford and Caroline O'Connor making it into the
women'’s senior eight in time to join the six Brookes men
in Japan for the world championships. The eight came
an extremely creditable fifth, only a length off winners
Australia. The men’s four won, the eight came fourth,
and Danny Harte in the lightweight pair won the B-final.

2006

The 2006 season began with Brookes boy Tom Parker
getting himself into Harris Manchester College Oxford,
which would eventually give him a winning Boat Race
blue the next March. The GB men'’s four continued their
domination, winning everything they raced, and there
were five Brookes men in the under-23 team. The most
notable of these was lightweight Richard Chambers, who
paired his way to under-23 gold with Chris Bartley, and
was subsequently selected for the senior team. And
this was for a home worlds, so that tens of thousands of
supporters, including dozens of Taurus members, were
on hand to see Partridge and Williams win their second

gold in a row. With them in the team were Parker and
Lee (M4+, 5th), Chambers (LM2-, 6th), Devlin (M8+,
5th), Ashford and O’Connor (W8+, 8th), Harte (LM4-,
5th). Meanwhile the university crews bagged a Henley
Royal double, winning the Temple and Visitors’ cups, of
which lots more in a future newsletter.

2007

Time for some Brookes women'’s success, with new
recruits Vicky Bryant (a Youth Olympics gold medallist)
and Kirsty Myles winning bronze in the coxless four in
sunny (not!) Strathclyde. Another bronze came from
Ryan Davies in the coxed four, his first in four years of
Under-23s, and Matt Tucker and Will Robinson finished
sixth in the eight. At the senior level it went pear-
shaped for Williams and :
Partridge in the coxless
four as they lost their
champions’ crown, so

it was left to the rest of
the rapidly multiplying
Brookes cast to pick up

the medals. This year’s
was Richard Chambers
(right, below), who was
first across the line as his
lightweight four took the
first gold in 15 years. But
there were bronzes for four
Brookes/Taurus members :
in the eights: Al Heathcote £
stroking the eight with

Ashford and O’Connor (aka
Boycey, pictured right)
again in the women’s crew.

2008

And so to the Olympic year, by which time Jonno Devlin
had skipped the country to row for Ireland. Before the
Olympics we had the under-23s (fours bronze again for
Vicky Bryant, Kirsty Myles and Rachael Jefferies; fifth for
the eight including Chris Abraham, Karl Hudspith and
Scott Durant with Henry Bailhache coaching). And the
non-Olympic world championships - a bit of a let-down
with no medals in the whole team, and 12th overall for
Harte and Bartley in the LM2-. Later in the summer
Kirsty was selected for the European championships
women’s eight which ran Olympic runners-up Romania
very close and bagged an excellent silver medal.

Finally Beijing beckoned. In the GB Olympic team alone
Brookes/Taurus had eight representatives, and five of
those came home with medals. The disappointments
were the women'’s eight (Carla & Boycey) who came
fifth after illness had forced last-minute crew changes
before the final, and the lightweight men’s four (Richie
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Chambers), just not quick enough in the finish sprint, the end the Canadians were just too quick, and with
and also fifth. (Below, Boycey and Chambers show off the USA blasting up on the far side GB did well to
their Olympic kit). take away silver. Three full-on Brookes medallists:

Al Heathcote, Tom Lucy and Alex Partridge, with an
honourable mention for Matt Langridge, who was at
Brookes for two months many years ago before he was
persuaded to move to the Henley college.

The headlines in China came from the two gold medals,
and as ever Stevie Williams (second from left, below)
was spokesman and elder statesman of the men’s

four. They game the most incredible display of nerve
and confident power after their loss of the year before.
Taken slightly off-guard by a monstrously fast Australian
start, they kept their heads and waited for the right
time to drag back the lead. Watching that final sprint,
as their bows inched steadily past the Aussies, was one
of the best experiences of the Olympics.

The last Olympiad has seen Brookes rowers and coxes
win more world medals than ever before, and the club
still has plenty of strong, committed oarsmen and
oarswomen making their way steadily towards the
national squad. The next four years could be even
better.

The men’s eight final was an absolute thriller, Canada
dashing out, but GB hard on their heels and several
times looking as if they could perhaps bid for gold. In
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CALL FOR STORIES

To celebrate the superb 2006 Brookes wins at Henley Royal, and because we're still catching up
after a long break, the next newsletter is going to include a big feature on that brilliant summer.
We're after stories and photographs from the 2006 Temple and Visitors crews and their friends
and supporters. Send anything you have to web@taurusboatclub.co.uk.


mailto:web@taurusboatclub.co.uk 
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2008 CONGRATULATIONS TO
BROOKES ROWERS OLD & NEW

Beijing 2008 Olympics

Steve Williams GOLD M4-
Alastair Heathcote  SILVER M8+
Alex Partridge SILVER M8+
Tom Lucy SILVER M8+
Matt Langridge* SILVER M8+
Richard Chambers 5th LM4-
Jonno Devlin 9th in Irish M4-
Carla Ashford 5th W8+
Caroline O'Conner  5th W8+

Tom Parker spare

European Championships
Kirsty Myles silver W8+

*Matt Langridge was at Brookes University for around two
months in 2001 and competed for the club at the GB indoor
championships of that year, setting a national under-18 record .

U23 World Championships

Kirsty Myles BRONZE W4-
Vicky Bryant BRONZE W4-
Rachael Jefferies BRONZE W4-
Chris Abraham 5th M8+
Scott Durant 5th M8+
Carl Hudspith 5th M8+

World University Championships

Will Bryant 4th M8+
Adam Moffat 4th M8+
Zoe de Toledo 4th M8+

2009 Youth Olympic Games

Matt Tarrant GOLD M4-
GOLD M8+
SILVER M2-

Max Gander GOLD M8+ (cox)

Oxford Brookes University, winners of the Temple and Visitors’ Cups 2006
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What’s the plot?

Temple Cup 2009?

Henry Bailhache-Webb, now coaching Oxford Brookes rowers, reports on the university squad’s

winter season so far

At the moment we have just over 50 guys and
girls who are in the process of being trained

so that we can go to war with the rest of the
rowing world. Their first very battle of the year
came in the form of the Fours Head, where we
were caught pants down with too many holes
in our rusty armoury. We got speared. This
was mainly due to poor troop placement on my
part, (the toughest part of the Fours Head).
But we left the river running with our blood,
and nothing to show for our efforts.

We needed to have a solid line-up and to win
something. So after two weeks of planning and
training, the Brookes war machine travelled in
full force to race Bristol University Head in late
November. Outnumbering the locals and other
travelling blade carriers we had the chance to
stick our oars in where they weren’t wanted.
We learnt how to win and came away having
done the job we set out to do leaving with a
taste for victory, more confidence and with

many scalps to show for it.

Only a week later Wallingford was invaded by a
bunch of cold and hungry uninvited travellers,
some of whom were stronger and more skilled
than we had previously encountered; this was
going to test us. We produced the best lines
of defence we could on our side of the river.
There were two strong waves of attack but we
held firm and sent the barbarians from Molesey
and Henley home blooded, disappointed and
empty-handed. The men were unbeaten in all
six of the eights categories from Elite to Novice,
showing strength in depth. The women
produced the second fastest four of the day to
win the S3 pot.

All in all it was an important test for the guys
and girls that their time training is starting to
pay off. Now can we keep this momentum
going against some tougher competition when
it's not our home water?

Vesta Vets’ Head - Taurus rules

Great Taurus crews have rowed for the last
five Veterans’ Heads, with five wins for T1

on the run from 2003 to 2007. Two crews
entered in 2008, with the top crew aiming

for a sixth consecutive title. But with banter
outweighing training it was probably lucky that
the race was cancelled with just minutes to go
until boating, due to filthy conditions up round
Corney Reach (see photograph). A boastful
paddle from Barn Elms to Putney and back
confirmed that the rigging was a bit dodgy,
and everyone repaired to the pub to celebrate.

Richard Spratley wisdom

The Taurus team found this fridge magnet at
Rock The Boat and had to share it with you.
Doesn't it sound just a bit familiar?

“Its not a race, we're just going to be timing,
and changing a few people around...”

Available at www.rock-the-boat.co.uk


http://www.rock-the-boat.co.uk
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The Taurus database

Our database of Taurus members and past

and present OPBC/OBUBC members is one of
Taurus'’s key foundations. Without an accurate
database we cannot communicate with our
members or grow our membership. In an effort
to get our database management on a more
professional footing we are now working with
the Oxford Brookes Alumni association. Our
database will be managed by them but with full
input and access from Taurus.

This gives us some significant benefits —
notably: reliable and safe data-handling, access
to Brookes bulk mail and email systems, access
to past OPBC/OBUBC members that we do not
currently have records for and finally an online
system for updating members details.

As with any database, our information can get
out of date very fast, especially with younger
members moving jobs and addresses on a
regular basis. All Brookes and Polytechnic
Alumni now have the ability to update their
contact records themselves via the Brookes
Alumni website. I would encourage everyone
to register at the website (normal user name,
password routine required plus a couple of
days for account to go live) and then to update
their records if required. We will continue

with some communication by post but some
communication will be by email so please do
update us with current or long-term email
addresses if possible.

www.brookesalumni.co.uk

It would be very helpful to me if you could
advise me of any changes made because in the
short term we will be monitoring how effective
the update procedure is and that Taurus
members are correctly coded in the database.
Also — if you prefer us to make the updates for
you or you have any other questions on the
database then please do not hesitate to contact
me. Please email me at ajgandon@yahoo.com.

Alex Gandon
Taurus Vice Chair

As a member of Taurus you're part of a larger
alumni community, a network of over 100,000
Oxford Brookes graduates who live and work in
every corner of the globe. To help you connect
with this diverse community, the University has
a dedicated alumni website, at www.brookes.
ac.uk/alumni.

The website complements the information
and contact you already receive from Taurus.
It provides University news, showcases the
achievements or actions of individual alumni
and makes it easy to register for events from
the University’s annual calendar. There’s also a
searchable member directory, enabling alumni
to track down former classmates and make
contact, tell the community about their life
since graduation or read the stories of other
graduates.

Your affiliation with Brookes also entitles

you to a range of benefits and services. As a
Taurus member you’ll no doubt be aware of
the discounted gym membership available to
alumni, but don't forget the discounts on offer
when using the library, or visiting hotels or
restaurants like Malmaison or the Randolph.
Order your free alumni membership card online
and you can even use it to get into Hart’s Bar
or SU nights like Peachy and Spam.

We provide support to you through Taurus, but
we can also help you individually. January 2009
saw us pilot a programme of alumni careers
support with a day-long seminar. By registering
with the website we'll make sure you know
what support we can offer, and when any other
seminars might be happening. Of course, if you
want to offer some support of your own we can
connect you with volunteering opportunities or
other professional prospects in a way that is
meaningful to you, whether you're an English
graduate or a former School of Technology
student.

Register with the website now and keep your
details up to date, and we’ll make sure you stay
connected.

Ben Richardson
Alumni Relations


http://www.brookes.ac.uk/alumni
http://www.brookes.ac.uk/alumni
http://www.brookesalumni.co.uk
mailto:ajgandon@yahoo.com
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Toughening up

Kirsty Myles explains what training under the
Brookes regime did for her rowing

The four years I spent at Brookes provided me
with a fantastic mentality and made me much
stronger both mentally and physically. The
club has really taught me how to train hard,
from very intense gym sessions, to side by side
paddling on the river. The club spirit made

it enjoyable but very competitive. This has
helped progress me from a junior athlete to an
Under 23 World Championship bronze medallist
(second from right, pictured).

Most importantly training at Brookes has
transformed my racing and given me that extra
edge and the aggression that has helped win
medals. At the European Championships

in Athens in September 2008 this toughness
really showed through as we were racing the
Romanian eight that won silver at the Olympics.
I was in the stroke seat and it took a lot of guts
and determination to keep a level head and just
keep pushing our way back to them. They only
managed to take 2 seconds out of us, and the
“never give up” attitude that I have got from
Brookes really helped me give everything I had.

Taurus 2009 at Henley Head

The latest generation of Taurus rowers took
to the water on the first weekend of February
this year, coming second overall at the Hen-
ley Fours and Eights Head (behind Brookes),
and beating Henley Rowing Club, which has
become a favourite club for many former
Brookes rowers.

The Taurus crew from bow (pictured, below)
was: Andy Dax, Pete Gozzy, Matt Steads,
Adam Moffat, Will Bryant, Tom Parker, Dan
Marett, Pete Randolph, cox Caroline ‘Boycey’
O’Connor.

Anyone who would like to join Taurus crews in
competition, including the Vet’s Head, should
email Dan Marett on danmarett@hotmail.com

Taurus women win at Wallingford

In December 2008, Taurus’ women (above)
won WE4+ and WS+ at Wallingford Head:
despite very little competition it sounded good.

“It was very cold, very wet and our bladders
are not what they used to be - we started with
a lot of pee in the boat and finished with a lot
of crabs! We did however really enjoy it, and I
would like to enter other events depending on
interest.”

If you are keen please contact Tamsin Adams
on tamsinadams@googlemail.com


mailto:danmarett@hotmail.com
mailto:tamsinadams@googlemail.com
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Old to new Taurus social secretary

As I hand over the role of Social Secretary
to Robbie Kennedy I thought I would have

a go at reminiscing on some of the “special”
moments over the past few years. Please
though take into account that due to old age
my memory is not what it could be!

The first dinner (I think) was the return to
the Randolph in Oxford, this was a shared
dinner with the OBUBC, old meets new so to
speak. A cracking evening with some historic
Taurus wins in the 16-a-side Boat Race down
the middle of the hall against the students,
Richard orchestrating in his unique style! I
also remember meeting a student that night
who is now a long standing Taurian and highly
successful oarsman, Mr Thomas Burton. The
excitement of the evening did get the better
of our Tommy, and I recall him having to
excuse himself in rather a hurry to take some
personal time in the gentleman'’s cloakroom
before the starters had even arrived.

Looking to the annual Henley Regatta BBQ

it seems we have been doing some growing.
Those who can remember back a few years
will be able to recall the days of a trestle table
or a couple of pallets “borrowed” from the
back of the boat tents, and some disposable
BBQs from Tesco for 20 or so people. Things
have changed a bit over the years.

In 2007 I counted over 120 people, and
several times now we have used professional
caterers, (even made a profit once or twice).
The BBQ has taken on a life of its own, so I'm
sure the Stewards will be adding it to the HRR
Saturday programme sometime soon. Taurus
is now the proud owner of two watering cans
with which I am grooming successors (Robbie
Kennedy is practising hard!).

I can't talk about the BBQ without saying a
huge thank-you. It has only been possible
due to the generosity of the long-suffering
Mrs Lowe allowing us to use her now famous
N10 parking space.

After a year off in ‘08 the committee are busy
planning the return for the summer of 2009
with a few changes - more info to follow....

Over the years we have had some fantastic
dinners but one that sticks out for me is
the evening at the Waldorf in London. You
may recall that during the night we even
ran a Sports Memorabilia auction (strangely
though one of the most popular items was
Mr Dominic Day’s glass of wine... which he
won?!l... Someone really should explain this
whole auction thing to Dom!)

I could ramble on for ages about dinners,
BBQs, regattas etc (the only point to mention
on regattas is that we (Taurus) are still un-
defeated!) but it would fill up the pages and
likely not make the editors’ cut.

So instead I'll finish up by saying that I hope
those who attended have enjoyed the socials
over the years - for me and I think for most
of us the best part what-ever and where-
ever the event may be is catching up with
old friends and, as Taurus continues to grow,
meeting new ones.

Lastly a huge thank-you to all of those who
have helped out over the years, Pete, Dom,
Fred, Brownie, Peiller, Alex, Dan just to
mention a few...

I know that Robbie and the new social team
are going to do a great job and look forward
to seeing you all soon at the next social (as a
guest!!)

All the best. Nick ‘The Dagster’ Dagg
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Some pictures from the famous Saturday
Night BBQ at Henley in 2006.

Opposite is Ben Lewis with new Social
Secretary Robbie Kennedy - luckily Robbie
has taken part in many a Brookes/Taurus
knees-up, so organising one himself should
be no problem.

Good luck Robbie
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Riverbank gossip....

We're a bit behind, so apologies to
anyone we have missed off the list.
Please do let us know if you have news
to announce to Taurus members - email
web@taurusboatclub.co.uk

Marriages and engagements -
congratulations to:

Current Brookes squad member Tom Ellis and
his fiancée Suzie Logan (a Wallingford rower)

Nigel and Gemma Maynard, married in 2008.
Dave Peill, married this year.

Alex Gandon and Jane Macmillan, now
married.

Alex Partridge and Gina, who married after
the 2007 world championships.

Nick Green and Claire Hooper (January ‘07).

Richard Chambers and Abigail Buggs became
engaged last summer and will be married in

autumn 2009.

Births and expecting:

John Cooper and Alex Hoodless (stroke and
7 of the ‘93 Temple winning crew), whose
missuses are both expecting children number
three this year.

James Symington (*92) expecting his third kid
in the spring.

Lottie Miller (*92 and cox of the Olympic
women'’s eight in 2000) who is expecting her
second child this year.

Jack (James) Broughton and his wife Beth
who have a son, Spencer

Simon Speirs, who has had a third daughter,
Margot, to join Sophia and Rosanna

Jack (James) Broughton and Beth have a
son, Spencer.

Jeremy Allan and his brood have finally
moved into their house in the Dordogne, and
are expecting another addition to the family
soon.

John Meehan, who has a daughter called
Abigail (known as Abi).

Byron Davies and wife Gilly, who had their
second daughter, Elis, sister to Zahra, where
they are living in Dubai, in December 2008.

Pete and Krista Lowe, who had Noah
Benjamin in 2006 and baby number two in
the spring of 2008.

Paul and Sam Jenks (neé Oxford), a
daughter Charlotte: they are now proud
parents of a family of three.

Martin Richmond and Antonia, a son Tom,
brother to his two sisters.

Gavin Pearce and Jenny, a second son,
James.

Isabella (neé Tindall) and Steve Wing, a
second daughter, Natalie.

James Cann and Liz, a daughter Emily at the
end of 2008, sister to Harry.

To Jane (neé Kirby) and Chris Richmond, a
son Thomas.

Taurus doings worldwide

Anthony Feltham-White, army chaplain, is
now living in Germany with his wife Pip and
family.

Huw Thomas is now living in Dubai with his
wife and kids.

Adam ‘Woody’ Wood did a successful tour in
Basra and is now back in the UK.


mailto:web@taurusboatclub.co.uk
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Julia Scott (neé Riddlesdell) is living in Los
Gatos, California, with husband Andy and
family, courtesy of Microsoft.

Kudos to the various Taurus old boys who
seem to be addicted to racing triathlons.
Members of the ‘mid-life crisis club’ spotted
at the Blenheim triathlon recently were Jack
Broughton, Alex Gandon, Nick Rogers, Nick
Green, Steve Kinder, Tim Wright, Paul Lacey,
and Bob Stewart. Others rumoured to be
running triathlons include Pat Benjamin
(Oxford Poly BC Captain 1985-6 and first
Taurus Chairman), and Andy Smith.

After a stint coaching Leander (boo hiss!),
Ben Lewis is back at Williams College USA
for 2008-9, as interim head coach.

Ian ‘Dessie’ Desmond has been head coach
at Henley Rowing Club for several years.

Tom Lucy has announced his retirement
from rowing (aged 20) and is about to join
the Royal Marines.

Stevie Williams last year set up his own
motivational business, and has developed

a team-building format much in demand.

He was awarded an OBE in the New Years
Honours List, after being made MBE in 2004.

Carla Ashford has set up a new fitness
business with Baz Moffat, called
Point2Fitness. They are based in the City in
Moorgate and Aldgate, and also run sessions
in Thames Rowing Club.

New coaching team

Is Spratley building another Brookes empire?
Yes of course (when isn’t he?). Both new
coaches appointed in 2007 were Poly boys,
Henry Bailhache-Webb and Paul Moss.

As usual you can expect Brookes to be
challenging for more HRR trophies. With
Leander banned by the Henley Stewards
from doing the club events, maybe it’s time
for Taurus to have a go?

Suits you madam?

The new blazer-makers for Taurus are now
willing to make women'’s cut blazers for our
female members. The cost is likely to be
around £200 each.

On top of the world

Andre Zlattinger climbed Everest in May of
2008. Here are some comments from his
diary:

“To stand on the roof of the world at 8am
on 22nd May was an amazing feeling....

....My feet were now blocks of ice and

all T could think about was frost bite and
what am I doing here as the pace was so
slow that I could hardly keep them warm.
You tend to forget at high altitude you
can only manage about 10 steps before
hyperventilating for a few minutes....

..... ahead of me was a wind swept ridge and
with no further to go, it was an amazing
moment to see prayer flags flying from the
summit and nothing else in front of me for
miles.”
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« CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the crews at rowing events and remain
keen to be involved if ever a helping hand
is required with coaching. Or even if a last
minute substitute is required...

Taurus has had significant rowing success
including the Veterans Head of the River

— unbeaten for the last 6 years! Taurus has
even had a Henley victory as part of a Visitors’
composite crew with Brookes!

However, recently I have noticed a worrying
trend, we have been losing members. I am
saddened by this and take it very personally.
Why is this happening? I ask myself. I believe
that it is an aging committee (that is directed
at me, by the way) combined with a lack

of implementing our duty as a social club.

I believe we need to keep our members
informed about the club, the university and
our events. We may have failed at this in
recent years.

The club’s success can only be sustained if
we build on our membership. If we lose the
subscriptions we will not be able to donate
equipment, nor will we be able to sustain our
rowing success.

Now to the good news, we have started

addressing this issue. At a meeting at the
end of 2008 we appointed a new group of
committee members whose enthusiasm is

Brookes’ women do Henley Royal Regatta too.
entering the Remenham Challenge Cup 2008.

infectious. They really want to see Taurus
active and are injecting energy in to all
quarters, including the social side, and
hopefully encouraging a younger rowing
group.

You should very soon see the results of this
new team.

Indeed this newsletter is as a result of that
meeting, and this note is as a result of being
bullied by Tamsin.... We have the dinner
coming up imminently on 21st February
(hopefully this will have got to you prior to
then) and there is even talk of a group of
recent leavers and current students rowing
this season at the Heads of the River and
even at Henley.

I am keen to keep this momentum going.
Hopefully before long I will hand over a
healthy Taurus to the next generation and, if
I'm lucky, a new Chairman to continue with
the aims set out in the constitution.

Finally, how can I write without mentioning
the amazing Olympic performances of both
current and ex-Brookes oarsmen? What other
university club has a record like that? I truly
want Taurus to go from strength to strength,
and to continue to be able to boast that these
athletes are part of Taurus (paid up or not!).

I am excited about the future of Taurus, I
have a great new team helping me out and
am looking to increase that team for the
success of the future.

Please come to as many events as you can,
support the rowers of Brookes and Taurus,
and we will in turn endeavour to keep you
informed. Long live Taurus!

Pete Lowe

Current Taurus committee:

Pete Lowe, Alex Gandon, Simon Speirs, Vicky
Brierley, Robbie Kenned), Tamsin Adams,
Henry Bailhache-Webb,, Ben Lewis, Rachel
Quarrell, Dan Marett, Dominic Day



